


IHUM300W: “Interpretations in the Humanities: 





    The Susquehanna River”

                                    Tues/Thur: E244 Olmsted—11:00Am-12:15 PM

                                 and once every 3 weeks evening lecture instead of class



            
and River voyage, Sept 10th-12th




    Prof. Glen Mazis/Eton Churchill (semester 1)
                                        Prof. Eton Churchill/Glen Mazis (semester 2)

Special features of this course:

—
This is a special pilot course which takes the basic idea of IHUM 300 W to learn how to combine fields within the humanities in order to consider a topic or issue creatively, and will extend it even further: to see how the humanities can only really address a topic or issue with depth and creativity by using other disciplines of inquiry and knowledge within the sciences or social sciences or engineering, etc., that are relevant to the topic and help reveal important aspects of it. The topic for the semester is to study that entity which has shaped so many dimensions of life in Pennsylvania, the United States and even the world (to some extent, with its great natural resources): The Susquehanna River. The Susquehanna flows right near this campus, yet many of you do not encounter its reality nor know of its importance, let alone ponder and respond to its deeper significance.

—
However, the real idea of this course is for you to have a year long experience with the Susquehanna River and to see how learning about aspects of a topic (for us, the river) can then be used as themes for creative expression. This course will be continued next semester at IHUM 400, “Creative Expressions in the Humanities” to be taught by Eton Churchill. You will be taking your work as produced by you during the first semester and creating a “River website” that then can contain both your creative productions from next semester, but also allow people from around the world via the Internet to join “the river.” Eton and I are going to be a team. He is going to take part with us on our journey this semester and I will be with you next semester when Eton leads you through the creative half of our work together.

—
This course also seeks to get you to integrate your experience with both your interpretive thought and with your creative expression. That is why the course will begin with a 3 day canoe trip down the Susquehanna. The trip has been planned by experts on the Susquehanna and will be led by water guides and lecturers. We will camp out for those two nights and work together to make our food and deal with the river and the surrounding natural world. You will receive a lot of information about the river, various sites along the route, birds that nest on the islands, Native American petroglyphs and other related topics. The trip is Sept. 10-12. THIS IS AN ESSENTIAL PART OF THE COURSE AND THE YEAR”S EXPERIENCE.

—
Involving the community in education. We have set up a series of experts on various aspects of the river to visit class and also to give public lectures on 5 of the Tuesdays during the semester. On those days, instead of meeting at class time, we will meet at 7 PM to hear a lecture and to discuss the topic with others from the school and surrounding community. If you have a conflict with an evening class—the lectures will be taped and can be viewed at your convenience, but they will give a vital part of the class material.

Course Description:


As a Humanities course (and one whose aim is to introduce you to using interpretive theories of the humanities), we will go beyond just considering the Susquehanna as a factual entity in order to look at dimensions of meaning that surround this river. We will also consider the meaning of rivers in general as flowing through our lives, as well as through our towns or places we love. This is also a pilot course in several other ways. We want to get you out of the classroom to encounter the reality of the river itself. In order to do this, we will begin the class with a three day canoe trip exploring aspects of the river. You will be asked to respond to your direct experience of the river. We also want you to get beyond traditional classroom in that to meet people from the community with knowledge and wisdom about the river, as well as work with students and instructors from other courses who have other sorts of knowledge about the river. The course will ask you to work with others, in the class, in the school, and in the community to pursue the questions and issues about the river that resonate with you. 


You will be part of a cooperative effort to amass knowledge, interpret its meaning and then, next semester, find creative ways to express it to others. All the material that you create and that others add will become part of a co-authored website by those participating in this course, including the guest lecturers. The website will also be constructed that others from around the world can add to our interpretations of the river. In addition to these course objectives, this course will follow the aims of IHUM 300 W to introduce you to several frameworks of interpretation within the Humanities. We will ask you to explore applying these frameworks to the material we read and discuss. As a writing intensive course (W), you will be writing throughout the semester in a variety of ways and working on rewriting these pieces. Writing intensive courses present writing as a way of thinking through issues. We will emphasize the process of writing as a process of exploration. Writing will not be taken to be the recording of prefabricated ideas. We will have a lot of practice in this approach to writing and interpretation.


As far as the structure of the course, we will also meet in a way that is a variation of the usual schedule. We will meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 11:00-12:15 for the most part. However, every three weeks, instead of meeting on Tuesday morning, we will meet at 7 PM in Morrison gallery and hear an expert from the community give a lecture/presentation on some aspect of the Susquehanna River. [IF YOU ABSOLUTELY HAVE TO MISS THE LECTURE, YOU WILL BE REQUIRED TO WATCH THE DIGITAL RECORDING OF IT]. You will write a page of written response to the idea in the lecture you found most enlightening (after explaining what the point is and how it fits in with the larger topic). You will also write a question about some aspect of the topic of the lecture that you would like to explore more (and why it is important to you). 


In general, we will try to cover new material and new information on Tuesdays and on Thursdays work at interpreting, articulating, and discussing Tuesday’s topic.

Course Texts:

Susan Stranahan’s: Susquehanna, River of Dreams 

John Brubaker’s Down the Susquehanna to the Chesapeake 

Kathleen Dean Moore, Riverwalking: Reflections on Moving Water 

Gaston Bachelard’s Water and Dreams
Tentative Course Schedule (subject to revision):

--
struggle over Susquehanna

9/2/04: Course Introduction, in class writing, reading about rivers

               --meeting with Karl Martz (Student Assistance Center and paddler extraordinaire)


      to go over the details of the River trip

--9/7/04: discussion focusing on

Mental/Spiritual Geography/Geology: 


Rivers as the sites of dream, image and thought


reading: Bachelard, Water and Dreams, pp. pp. 1-18

                        reading, Moore, pp. ix-xii, 3-17


if time allows, I will also present a few ideas about Jung and Freud



and interpretation.

in conjunction with

9/9/04:

Physical Geography/Geography: 


The idea of the watershed, physical history, location


reading: Stranahan, pp. 1-4




  Brubaker, pp. ix-xiii, pp. 1-19.


Guest Teacher, Brady Stroh,


9/10-9/12: CANOE TRIP ON THE RIVER  Karl Martz will give us details on the first day of class, but we will start in Duncannon on Friday morning, stay over at Fort Hunter on Friday evening, camp at Safe Harbor on Saturday and end at Indian Steps on Sunday.

9/14/04—7PM Morrison Gallery: Brook Lenker: “Susquehanna River Voyages: Encountering 
its People, Places, Wildlife and Stories”

9/16/04—Synthesizing the trip, lecture and opening readings about rivers and the Susquehanna.


    
reading, Moore, pp.  19-31—bring to class and hand in a reflection on your



experience on the River trip [What aspects of the river did you notice that you


 
hadn’t before? How did any of your ideas about the river change? What questions



about aspects of the river did the trip raise for you to investigate during the 



course?]  I will comment on these and give them back to you next week.

First Interpretive Framework used within Humanities: Marxism 


The river as the engine of economic development and its repercussions

on the human community as well as the impact on the river itself:



reading: Stranahan, “Economic Development” chapter

9/21/04: reading: handout pages from The Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844

reading: Stranahan, “Economic Development” chapter, pp. 38-73 


discussion and applying Marx to the Stranahan chapter.
9/23/04: continued, applying Marx and economic development.


Jeremy Plant, “The Susquehanna and the Railroads”

9/28/04: Michael Barton: “Harrisburg and the Susquehanna: The struggle for Passage and


Politics”—rivalries among elite groups in bridging the river, the political struggles for


economic advantage, chapter from on the Walnut St. Bridge from Life by the Moving 

Road, Barton

--hand in a 2-3 pp. attempt at some sort of Marxist/economic interpretation of some part 
of the Susquehanna’s story—I will give you some response by next Tuesday.

Second Interpretive Framework: Deep Ecological/Philosophical and Native American

9/30/04:  handout pages from Arne Ness “Deep Ecology Manifesto,” 

            excerpts from The Spell of the Sensuous David Abram) and also The Sacred Hoop
            (Paul Gunn Allen) 


Ecological abuses of the river ecosystem

10/05/04: 7PM  Morrison Gallery: “The Birds of the Susquehanna,” Ms. Cindy Dunn,


 Department of Conservation and Natural Resources

10/7/04:
reading: Stranahan, “Logging” chapter, pp. 74-115, apply ecological perspectives


in discussion

10/12/04:         reading: Stranahan, “Floods” chapter, pp. 116-143, apply ecological perspectives


 in discussion, Shirley Clark, environmental engineering.

10/14/04: 
reading: Moore, pp. 35-64, Little Stoney, Smohalla, McKenzie, and Metolius


 Rivers, option #1: hand in 2-3 pp. interpretation from an ecological point of view of the 
Susquehanna’s story—I will give you feedback by Tuesday

10/19/04:
reading: Bachelard, pp. 71-92, The Charon and Ophelia Complexes, discussion


for the day on “rivers and death,” “rivers and dissolution, insubstantiality, destruction”


option #2: hand in a Bachelardian reverie/interpretation about some aspect of the



Susquehanna’s story

10/ 21/04: Third Interpretive Framework: Foucault’s “Archeology/Genealogy” and

   
Knowledge/Power, excerpts from Foucault’s “Truth and Power” from Power/Knowledge

River History and Politics
10/26/04: 
Lecture by Joe Baker, archaeologist and writer on Native Americans at 7 PM in 
the Morrison Gallery of the Library: “The People for whom the River Bears its

            Name: The Susquehannocks”

10/28/04: 
Shirley Clark, environmental engineering, Water Quality and Quantity Issues 
along the Susquehanna Basin”


reading, Stranahan, “Pollution” chapter, pp. 144-181.


--hand in revised and expanded version (5pp.) of either paper #1 or paper # 2—if you can


incorporate the input of talking with one of our experts that would be excellent (this will


be graded)

11/02/04: 
Harold Aurand, Guest Teacher, the coal industry and the river

11/04/04:
Charlie Kupfer, Guest Teacher: “Who Gets What, Where, and Why, from a

River?" –a case study of the Colorado River water rights conflict, then Pa-Maryland 

reading: Stranahan, “Nuclear Development” chapter, pp. 182-213.

Fourth Interpretive Framework: Ecological Feminism and Feminism

11/09/04: 
reading—handout from Griffin’s Woman and Nature, Schaef’s


 Women’s Reality and handout from Ynestra King’s “Ecofeminism: On 

the Necessity of History and Mystery” 


--discussion on ecofeminism and feminist frameworks of knowing

11/11/04:
reading, Stranahan, “Farming” chapter, 214-241, looked at through


feminist perspective


--hand in—option #1, 2 pp. poststructuralist (Foucault) or option #2, feminist


interpretation of some aspect of the Susquehanna’s story—I’ll give you responses by


Tuesday

11/16/04:  
reading, Stranahan, “Shad” chapter, pp. 242-277, looked at through


feminist perspective

11/18/04: 
lecture by Peter Siebert in Morrison Gallery of the library at 7 PM: “An 


Eighteenth Century Conflict: Paxton Boys, Native Americans and Settlers”


11/23/04:
reading, Bachelard, “Maternal Water and Feminine Water,” pp. 115-132,


and “Violent Water,” 159-185, critiqued from feminist perspective—second 5pp paper


revising your second 2 pp. paper and expanding it—hopefully again by talking with one


or two of our “experts” (this will be graded)

Fifth Interpretive Framework: Phenomenological Description

11/30/04:
reading, excerpts from Abrams’ Spell of the Sensuous and a special essay


I wrote for the course, “Phenomenology”
12/02/04:
lecture by Krista Nelson, environmental specialist, Susquehanna River and Basin 
Commission in the Morrison Gallery of the PSH Library at 7 PM: “A History of Flooding 
in the Susquehanna River Basin.” Free and open to the public. Discussion and 
refreshments to follow.



12/7/04:
reading, Stranahan, “The River and the Bay” chapter, pp. 278-302.

--in class writing where we all try to apply phenomenological interpretation together, in


groups and then as a class


12/09/04
reading, Bachelard, “water in Combination with Other Elements,” pp. 91-113,


“Water’s Voice,” pp. 187-195: discussion of all the dimensions we see in the River at this 
point in our journey
12/10: hand in final project Final Project

Course Requirements:


1.  Class attendance and participation: This is not a course intended solely to impart information to you  (although you will get plenty of that, from many directions). It is a discussion class, in which interpretation, dialogue, and finding concrete examples for your interpretations constitute much of the work and learning of the course. The class is also about learning to express yourself, to communicate your insights with others, and to learn to deepen your answers through dialogue. For that reason, each participant is expected to make a commitment to others to be in class and be prepared to discuss the material. Those who fail to attend will not receive the "benefit of the doubt" on borderline grades, and those who do participate valuably to the class can receive up to a "half grade" bonus to their average on the final grade of the course. In addition, you will not receive more than “C” credit for participation with more than 3 absences. (10 % grade).

2. This is a “writing intensive” or “W” course that all Penn State students need in order to graduate. The idea of such courses, which matches the idea of “interpretations in the humanities,” is that writing is not about recording previously thought out ideas or information, but writing itself can be a process of thinking, of “figuring out,” and of interpreting. The idea is to see where your writing can take you. As part of that process, whatever you write in this course will be revised several times. This allows your writing to become a thinking process that gets clearer, keeps going further, and gets deeper. You will write about your personal experiences on the river as a way of starting this thinking process and focusing on what means something to you about the river. You will then write two shorter papers (2-3 pp) which will be “drafts” to which I will respond and give suggestions for further directions to pursue and possible improvements. Later, you will expand these papers into larger treatments of the same subject, 5 pp, revising and adding to your original draft (with perhaps input from one of our visiting experts) (25% grade x 2). For your final project, you will hand in a portfolio that will contain your original personal reflection of your experience on the river, the two 5 page papers that you will further revise, and an additional 3-5 page comparison of the two interpretations in the other two papers, as well as a synthesis and conclusion about what you have come to learn about the river (portfolio=30% grade).

3. 5 one page summaries/responses to the lecture presentations. What did you think was most important about the lecture topic and what significance does it have for your thinking about the river. (10%)
4. Please note that any written work that is the product of collaboration among students in the course without citing your collaborators or without the arrangement with me and the rest of the class to do so, or any use of a text [whether using direct passages or even paraphrased passages and ideas] as if it were the student's own writing is considered "academic dishonesty."  ANY "CHEATING" OR PLAGIARIZING OF ANY SORT WILL RECEIVE AN "F." Please see the Student Handbook or the website of the University where this is explained.

Office Hours:
     Please feel free to come by to ask for clarifications of terms or issues that you didn't understand in class. I can usually help students see what these abstract terms mean by helping them find concrete examples from their experience. This material lends to much further discussion and I would be glad at any time to do so. Also, you may understand the material perfectly and just be excited to discuss it more—YES—feel free to come and do so! What a teacher’s joy!
     My office is located in the "Humanities bay area." (W356) My office phone number is 6530 [the answering machine will take your message if I'm not there or am getting so interrupted that I'm not doing justice to the students who do have appointments.] Office hours: Mondays—5-6 PM and Tues/Thursday 1:45-2:45 PM and by appointment [I'm around the office a lot, if you'll let me know when you'd like to come by]. For example, I can usually be persuaded to meet over lunch at the University food services. For this class, especially, since you are not probably around campus a lot, I can meet you before or after class.

"Virtual Office Hours:"

      I try to check my e-mail accounts a couple of times per day and invite you to ask questions, discuss, etc, that way, too. I often check at night also and on weekends. I have helped a lot of students in a quicker fashion via e-mail with particular questions. It is probably best to send to both of my addresses: gam7@psu.edu and glenmazis@aol.com. PLEASE DO NOT SEND EMAIL TO THE ANGEL WEBSITE, BUT INSTEAD TO ONE OF THESE ADDRESSES.

“The River Website” will be explained at length by Prof. Eton Churchill. I am learning as much as you are about the technical world of the web.

